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a second end region, extending from the second distal end of the central region to the 
second transverse edge and being adapted to cover^^t^east a portion of the woman's posterior 
perineum in use; and 

at least two longitudinally e?rtefiding hinges located substantially within the center 
region adjacent each longitudinaVMge between the central longitudinal axis and the first and 
second longitudinal edges, re^ectively, each hinge adapted to provide a longitudinally 
extending preferential bpming axis, said hinges being spaced apart along at least a portion of 
their length, wherein/at least one hinge has a radius of curvature and an adjacent hinge is 
substantially str^ht. 

^ 2. (Amended) The sanitary napkin according to claiip4 wherein the hinge that 

has a radius of curvature is closer to the central longitudinal ^xis than the hinge that is 
substantially straight. 

3, (Amended) The sanitary napkin apdording to claim 1 wherein, the hinge that 
is substantially straight is closer to the central^ongitudinal axis than the hinge that has a 
radius of curvature. 

4. (Amended) The sanifary napkin according to claim 1 wherein the hinges are 
co-terminoxxs and contact one ai)other at a respective distal end of each hinge. 



5. (Amended) The sanitary napkin accojdifig^ claim 1 wherein the hinges are 
formed from a material adapted to im^§rt^ri3itional structural rigidity relative to an adjacent 
region in the absorbent stmptufSTthe material being selected from the group consisting of a 
sphagnum- moss c^pt^ming insert, a densified channel, a strip of polymeric foam, and 
combinations^ereof 




(Amended) A sanitary napkin for use by a woman for feminine hygiene and 
be worn in an undepgarment, comprising a main body portion having a liquid 
permeable body faceable C9^er layer, a liquid impermeable garment faceable barrier layer, an 
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absorbent element therebetween, the main body portion further having first and second/ 
longitudinal edges opposite each other defining a width dimension, a central longitudinal axis 
parallel to the longitudinal edges, first and second transverse edges opposite each^ther 
defining a length dimension; / 

a central region having first and second distal ends opposite eacK other defining a 
length that is sufficient to cover the woman's labia majora in use; / 

a first end region, extending fi-om the first distal end of tne central region to the first 
transverse edge and being adapted to cover at least a portion jof the woman's mons pubis in 
use; / 

a second end region, extending fi-om the secorKi distal end of the central region to the 
second transverse edge and being adapted to cover it least a portion of the woman's posterior 
perineum in use; and / 

at least two longitudinally extendiiafg hinges located substantially within the center 
region adjacent each longitudinal edge t^tween the central longitudinal axis and the first and 
second longitudinal edges, respectiWy, each^inge adapted to provide a longitudinally 
extending preferential bending axi;eC said hinge being spaced apart along at least a portion of 
their length, wherein said at least two hinge^each have a radius of curvature and wherein one 
hinge has a radius of curvature greater than an adjacent hinge and wherein the sanitary napkin 
preferentially bends along tne hinge. 

1 1 . (Amerwfed) The sanitary napkin according to claim 10 wherein a first hinge 
has a greater radius^f curvature relative to a second hinge and is closer to the central 
longitudinal axis man the second hinge that has a lower radius of curvature relative to the first 
hinge. / 
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/ 

12. (Amended) The sanitary napkin according to claim 10 wherein the first hinge 
has a lower radius of curvature and is closer to the central longitudinal axis than the second 
hinge that has a greater radius of curvature rejative to the first hinge. 



